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There are 3 kinds of relationships described in John 15: 

a. The disciples’ relationship to Jesus (15:1-11) 

b. The disciples’ relationship to each other (15:12-17) 

c. The disciples’ relationship to the world (15:18-25) 

 

Last week we focused on John 15:1-11 and the life of abiding in Christ that is 

so essential for an abundant life. We defined this concept of abiding as an 

ongoing vital union with Jesus in which our life is so permeated and saturated 

with His life that the fruit of our life looks more like Him than us. 

 

We discovered that this kind of relationship with Jesus is the key to an 

abundant, fruitful life. The fruit of Jesus’ life in us will produce some 

incredible benefits. We will walk in the joy of God’s favor and blessing and 

even discover that a Christ-like life is the best way to win the favor of 

people—it’s the healthiest way to live.  

 

And yet we must remember that not everyone will look on us with favor as 

we follow Christ. The Jesus we know and love, the Jesus we emulate and 

follow is the very Jesus that was crucified by a world that hated Him. When 

we center our lives on Jesus, we too will be hated by many who distain Jesus.  

 

Let’s take a closer look at vs. 18-25 and then we will return to vs. 12-17.  

Verses 18-25 reveal two critical facts and an essential life principle:  

 

Fact #1: If the world hates Jesus, then it will hate those who follow Him. 

John 16:18-21 (NLT) 

18 "When the world hates you, remember it hated me before it hated you. 

19 The world would love you if you belonged to it, but you don't. I chose you to 

come out of the world, and so it hates you. 

20 Do you remember what I told you? 'A servant is not greater than the master.' 

Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And if they had 

listened to me, they would listen to you! 

 21 The people of the world will hate you because you belong to me, for they 

don't know God who sent me. 

Jesus is giving us a promise here that we can expect the world to treat us in 

the same way it treated Him. Verse 20 is a promise of persecution. And yet 

this persecution is not to be taken personally.  

 

In vs. 21, He says, “all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake.” 

Jesus is the One that they are ultimately rejecting. That’s important to 

remember because:  

� If you take personal offense when you are persecuted for following 

Christ, then you will respond defensively seeking to defend self. 

� But if you respond to persecution as representing Christ, then you 

can respond with love seeking to honor Christ.  

Jesus said, “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” 

(Matt 5:44).  

 

Here’s the bottom line: Don’t be disillusioned when the world around you 

responds with hatred. When you follow Christ, God will bless you but the 

world will not.  

 

Fact #2: If the world hates Jesus, then it hates the Father who sent Him  

and is revealed by Him. 

John 16:21-25 (NLT) 

       21 The people of the world will hate you because you belong to me, for    

       they don't know God who sent me. 

       22 They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But  

       now they have no excuse for their sin. 

        23 Anyone who hates me hates my Father, too. 

        24 If I hadn't done such miraculous signs among them that no one else   

        could do, they would not be counted guilty. But as it is, they saw all that  

        I did and yet hated both of us-- me and my Father. 

        25 This has fulfilled what the Scriptures said: 'They hated me without  

        cause.' 

 

Twice Jesus uses the phrase “they would not have sin” (or “they would not 

be guilty”--NLT). Jesus is not suggesting that those of the world are sinless. 

Rather, they have committed the ultimate sin of rejecting Jesus. In vs. 22 

they reject His word and in vs. 24 they reject His works. Jesus’ teaching and 

His miracles both revealed that He and the Father are one. And so to reject 

Jesus is to reject God; to hate Jesus is to hate the Father (vs. 23-24). Because 



Jesus’ words and works are the fullest revelation of God, they are without 

excuse. They have seen all of God that is to be seen in Jesus and they have 

willfully rejected Him. That leads us to an essential life principle:  

 

Life Principle: Jesus Himself is the dividing line between those who know 

and love God, and those who reject and hate God. What you do with Jesus 

determines what God must do with you.  

 

Big Picture: Jesus is preparing His disciples and us for what we should 

expect as we follow Him.  

 

An authentic Christian will find him/herself surrounded by a dark world of 

hatred. This is an extremely vulnerable position to be in—like a single 

soldier in the middle of Iraq. 

 

How are you going to stand and not be overcome by the pressure that 

surrounds you to compromise honoring Christ?  How are you going to be a 

light to influence the world of darkness around you when you are surrounded 

by hatred?  

 

In other words, what is God’s means to protect and empower you to live for 

Christ in a world that hates Him?  

 

Well, no doubt the most essential armor is a deep abiding relationship with 

Jesus and the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit. If you are going to 

attempt to stand on the basis of a mere “Christian lifestyle” or even a 

moralistic worldview you will not stand with the resilience of a martyr. You 

need to be personally empowered by Jesus.  

 

There are times when God may require you to stand alone for Him. Yet 

generally speaking, God’s plan is not for you to stand alone. Your 

relationship with Jesus needs to be strengthened by your relationship with 

other believers so that you can withstand and influence the darkness of the 

world around you.  

 

Now let’s go back to vs. 12-17 and discover how Jesus prepared His 

disciples for this world of hate that surrounds them. Here Jesus zeros in on 

the body of Christ, the church, which is to be the buffer zone to protect and 

empower believers in their relationship to the outside world.
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(vs. 12-17) “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide 

you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but 

whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is 

to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose 

it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that 

He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you. “A little while, and you 

will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me.” 

Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What is this thing He 

is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little 

while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 

Notice that vs. 12 and 17 are bookends. Twice here Jesus reiterates the 

commandment to love one another. This is actually the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 time that 

Jesus has emphasized their need to relate to each other with agape love in the 

same conversation. In chapter 13, vs. 34-35 Jesus said, “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
2
  

 

So three times Jesus has given us this commandment to love one another in 

the same manner in which He has loved us. Now let’s dig a little further into 

the logic of what Jesus is saying in vs. 12-17. He begins in vs. 12 by saying 

that we should love in the same manner that He loves us. Back in chapter 13 

we discovered that that meant selflessly serving one another—putting on the 

mind of Christ and putting the needs of others ahead of our own. This was so 

beautifully portrayed when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet—even Judas and 

                                                           
1
3 Relationships of John 15: 

    Inner circle: Abiding in Christ’s love (friendship with Christ): John 15:1-11 

    Middle circle: Love one another; Body of Christ: John 15:12-17 

    Outer circle: hatred from the world: John 15:18-25 
2
 The general command to love one another is not new (Lev 19:18). What is new is 

the added condition to love in the same manner that Jesus loved us.  



Peter who would betray and deny Him. There we learned that our ability to 

love someone is not determined by the lovability of the other person but on 

our capacity to love.  

 

But now in chapter 15, Jesus raises the bar even higher. In vs. 13 He says, 

“greater love has no one that this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” 

Obviously Jesus is speaking his own death on the cross in just a matter of 

hours. Jesus’ love for His friends is proven in laying down His life for them.  

 

Then He goes on in vs. 14 to say, “You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.” In other words, the way we prove our friendship toward 

Jesus is obeying what He has commanded.  

 

Here’s the logic: 

� Greatest love: laying down your life for a friend 

� I’m your friend because I lay down my life for you 

� You are my friend if you obey my commandment 

� My commandment is for you to love one another 

� In other words the way we show our love for Jesus, is laying down 

our lives for each other.  

 

That means loving and serving one another sacrificially, which not only 

provides a covering of protection but also becomes a witness of light to the 

dark world. Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.”  Our love for one another both protects and 

empowers our fruitful witness in the world. Do you see how essential it is for 

you to be a part of the body of Christ? 

 

The kind of friendship that Jesus is describing here goes far beyond just 

being a “friendly” church. It’s a relationship of closest friendship in which 

you willingly sacrifice for the good of the one you love. We see a picture of 

this in vs. 15. Jesus says, “All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore 

I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.”  

 

William Barclay sheds light on this verse when he describes a custom 

practiced in the courts of both Roman emperors and middle eastern kings of 

that day. He writes, “At these courts, there was a very select group called 

‘the friends of the king’….At all times they had access to the king; they even 

had the right to come to His bedchamber at the beginning of the day. He 

talked to them before he talked to his generals, his rulers, and his statesmen. 

The friends of the king were those who had the closest and the most intimate 

connection with him.”  

 

Jesus is giving us that level of friendship with Himself and expecting that we 

share that friendship with one another.  

 

Finally, in vs. 16 Jesus gives us a powerful reminder of our mission and our 

need to embrace it together with absolute dependence on Him.  He says, “you 

did not choose Me, but I chose you…” In other words, you need to remember 

that this privileged friendship that you have with Me did not begin with your 

choice but with Mine. Oh, it’s a mutual friendship but it always begins with 

His empowering. There will be times when the darkness will press against 

you so hard that you will fear losing your grip on the Master. And in those 

moments it is a great comfort to know that He has first taken hold of us.  

 

Yet He has not only chosen us for this privileged relationship, He has also 

appointed us to go and advance His mission—to bear lasting fruit: “I chose 

you and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 

would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may 

give to you.”  

 

Of all the fruit that our life in Christ will produce, none is more precious and 

enduring than being used of God to bring people out of the darkness and into 

the light of Christ. The fruit of evangelism is fully dependent on the power of 

Christ. But the power of Christ is validated in our love for one another 

because we must not only speak the message but also model it.  

� Jesus’ message validated by miracles 

� Church’s message validated by our love for one another 

And finally, the power of Christ that rescues people from darkness is put into 

effect in people’s lives through prayer. 

 

Illus: Evangelism is like a rescue plane. It is powered by Christ, flown on the 

wings of our testimony and love for one another; and is made effective by the 

landing gear of prayer.  



Now let’s step back and see the big picture of John 15 again:  

 

� Vs. 1-11 stress the essential need for us to abide in Christ’s love   

(vs. 9). 

� Abiding in the love of Christ is to be manifested in our love for one 

another (vs. 12-17).  

� Our love for one another protects and empowers us as we engage the 

dark world around us with the gospel (vs. 18-25).  

 

There’s a major implication here: It is absolutely essential for every 

believer to be integrated into the body of Christ. Not just loosely 

connected but bound together with the bond of agape love. We must grasp 

the reality of what it means to be the body of Christ. How we relate to one 

another is how we relate to Christ.  

 

The way we love one another is the way we love Christ.  

 

We have often prided ourselves in being a friendly, loving church. And I 

praise God for the many, many wonderful relationships here. And yet Jesus 

is pressing us to examine our hearts more deeply if we are going become an 

agape church that goes beyond enjoying our closest friends to sacrificially 

loving and serving the needs of each member of the body.  

 

Heart � Our love for one another will not grow deeper without a deeper 

change of heart whereby the Holy Spirit reshapes our character and 

sensitivities in how we relate to others.  

 

Join me in this journey of deeper pruning for greater abundance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illus: The Body 

 

In a very real sense we are each a member of the body of Christ.  

 

1. Christ is the head! 

2. eyes / ears 

3. larynx / spine 

4. right arm / left arm  

5. right hand  / left hand 

6. fingers / wrist 

7. right lung / left lung 

8. heart \ kidney 

9. skin / veins 

10. right leg / left leg 

11. knees / elbows 

12. right foot / left foot 

13. toes / ankle 

14. biceps / quadriceps 

15. tibia / fibula  

16. teeth / hair 

 

Now let’s say someone comes up to you and punches you as hard as they can 

and says, “don’t take it personally, I just don’t like the way you look,” are 

you going to take it personally? Definitely! Because your body is a part of 

who you are. In the same way, the way your treat various members of the 

body is the way you treat yourself. You are a member of the body of Christ. 

The way you relate to another member of the body is the way you are 

relating to Christ.  


